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It is written, “Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her 
chamber” (Joel 2:16). 


“The bridegroom leave his room’’— this refers to the ark. 
“And the bride her chamber’’— this refers to the Torah. 


Another interpretation: “The bridegroom leave his room’’— this refers 
to the patriarch. 


“And the bride her chamber’’— this refers to the head of the court. 


[F] R. Helbo said to R. Yudan the Patriarch, “Come out with us, and 
what is painful to you will pass. [If the patriarch comes out with us 
to a public fast, the prayers will be answered. Otherwise we 
cannot properly carry out the rite.|” 


[G] Said R. Yosé, “That is to say that these fasts that we carry out — 
they are not really fasts. Why not? Because the patriarch is not 
with us [so we cannot carry out the rite in the proper way.” 


One verse of Scripture says [with regard to the bullock of the 
congregation], “[And the priest shall dip his finger in the blood and 
sprinkle it seven times before the Lord] in front of the veil” (Lev. 
4:17). 


And another verse of Scripture [with regard to the bullock of the 
anointed priest] says, “[And the priest shall dip his finger in the blood 
and sprinkle part of the blood seven times before the Lord] in front of 
the veil of the sanctuary” (Lev. 4:6). 


[Why then does the latter specify the sanctuary and the former not?] R. 
Aha said, “R. Abbahu and rabbis differed on this matter. One of them 
said, ‘If the patriarch [the anointed priest] sins, greatness remains in its 
place. If the community sins, greatness does not remain in its place.’ 


“And the other said, ‘Since both the one taught and the teacher have 
sinned, therefore let them go out and make the matter public.’ 


“This is in line with the following: “And he shall carry forth the bull 
outside the camp [it is the sin offering of the congregation (Lev. 4: 
21)].’” 


[F] Hezekiah taught, “It is a hint that in every place in which the 
anointed [priest, patriarch] is present, the ark is to be present, and 
in any setting in which the anointed is not present, the ark is not to 
be present.” 


